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Pham Quynh (ca. 1894-1945) was a scholar, critic and translator.

He was born in Hanoi and died in Hu€. One of the defining figures of
Vietnamese literature, a towering model for later generations of
scholars and writers, he helped to modernize the language,
encouraged the writing of short stories and novels, and the
anthologizing of folk poetry. He was the editor of the hugely
influential journal Nam Phong, which lasted for 210 issues from 1917
until 1932.

He wrote about ca dao in 1922: "Even though our oral literature has Cht., |

not been recorded in any book, I will insist that it is a very rich one, from left to right, Pham Duy T&n, Pham
richer, perhaps, than any other country. Although it is not without its Quynh and Nguyén Vin Vinh in Paris, 1922
crudeness, this oral literature is also profoundly resonant; one can say
that the wisdom, morals, and aesthetics of our common folks are all
contained within these idioms." Warning Vietnamese writers against
composing in French, he wrote: "In borrowing someone's language, you
are also borrowing his ideas, literary techniques--even his emotions and
customs." After centuries of writing in Chinese, the Vietnamese had
produced no Li Po, he pointed out, and writing in French, it is unlikely
that they will ever produce a Victor Hugo or a Anatole France. After
reading a story in French, Pham Quynh suggested, as an exercise, to try
retelling it to one's wife in Vietnamese.

He translated tirelessly, from Maupassant, Pierre Loti, and Alfred de
Vigny, among many others, wrote travel pieces, scholarly articles and
books about everyone from Voltaire, Jean Jacques Rousseau, Descartes,
to Confucius. His principle books include Vdn minh lugn, Ba thing &
Paris, Vin hoc nwéc Phdp, Chinh tri nwéc Phdp, Khdo veé tiéu thuyét,
Lich sit thé gioi, Lich sir va hoc thuyét Voltaire, Phdt gido dai quan,
Cdi quan niém ciia ngwoi qudn tir trong Dao Khong and the five-volume Thuwong Chi Vin tdp.

Pham Quynh in Hu&

He was also active politically, advocating gradual Vietnamese independence within the French union. From 1932
onward, he worked with emperor Bao Dai, a weak figure tolerated by the French. Pham Quynh's compromised
stance towards the French, his lack of militancy, is revealed in this famous saying: "As long as [Nguyén Du's epic
poem] Kim Van Kieu remains, our language remains, our nation remains." On August 23, 1945, he was captured
by the Viét Minh, along with Ng6 Dinh Khdi (brother of Ngb Pinh Diém, future president of South Vietnam) and
his son. All three were killed on September 6, 1945. Pham Quynh's body was only found 11 years later, in Hic
Thu [Black Beast] forest, near Hué.

On the centenary of his death, the publisher An Ti€m (Paris) released a collection of his writing, Ky niém 100
ndam ngay sinh Pham Quynh (1892~1992), edited by Pham Thi Hoan.

Linh Dinh started this entry.

Pham Quynh online

» Phdp du hanh trinh nhdt ky (http://www talawas.org/talaDB/showFile.php?res=5056&rb=08) , about his
travel in France

» "Pham Quynh va qud trinh ti€p nhan vin hod phwong Tay (http://www talawas.org/talaDB/showFile.php?
res=5055&rb=0305) & Viét Nam d&u thé ky XX", by Vwong Tri Nhan
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"Pham Quynh: Nguwoi Ning Long Vi Tiéng Ta," (http:/www.nguoi-viet.com/absolutenm/anmviewer.asp?
a=42291&7z=85) Pham T6n on Pham Quynh

"V& cdi y ki€n 1ap hdi 'Chan hung qudc hoc' ctia 6ng Pham Quynh"

(http://www .talawas.org/talaDB/showFile.php?res=8453&rb=0306) , a 1930 article by Phan Khéi

Nhirng uan khic (http://www tienphongonline.com.vn/Tianyon/Index.aspx?
ArticleID=27635&ChannellD=7) trong cudc doi 6ng chi bio Nam Phong (1)

Nhirng uan khic (http://www tienphongonline.com.vn/Tianyon/Index.aspx?
ArticleID=26729&ChannellD=7) trong cudc doi 6ng chi bio Nam Phong (2)

Nhirng uan khic (http://www tienphongonline.com.vn/Tianyon/Index.aspx?
ArticleID=28469&ChannellD=7) trong cudc doii 6ng chu bdo Nam Phong (3)

Thong tin v& ngay ma't cia Pham Quynh (http://tienphongonline.com/Tianyon/Index .aspx ?
ArticleID=32173&ChannellD=7)

A broadcast on Pham Quynh (http://thuykhue free fr/rfi/1992-10-04-PhQuynh.mp3) by Thuy Khué on Radio
France Internationale
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